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Frank Angelo Abagnale (October 22, 1933 – July 24, 2009) was an American con man, studied
criminal law at the University of Florida and became a multimillionaire through his fraudulent
activities. He became known as the "Catch Me If You Can" con man. Early life Abagnale was born in
New Orleans, Louisiana to a Sicilian-American immigrant father, Angel Abagnale, Jr., and a Swedish
immigrant mother, Lena Abagnale. He was an only child. His father died in a car accident in 1943
and his mother married Homer Love; she later divorced Homer in 1952, and in 1953 she married
Frank Abagnale. They had two sons; Frank Jr. and a stepson, John Paul "Jack" Abagnale III, who
became an FBI agent and the namesake of the Abagnale fraud. Abagnale was educated at Bellevue
High School (New Orleans) and Loyola University in New Orleans. During the Korean War, he
served in the United States Marine Corps. He graduated from Loyola University at New Orleans in
1955. He earned a bachelor's degree in criminal justice in 1956. Con man Abagnale conned some of
his high school classmates out of their savings by posing as a pilot. In 1956 he flew as a passenger
on a small plane that subsequently crashed on takeoff from O'Hare International Airport in Chicago.
The pilot and co-pilot died. In 1959 he was convicted of forgery and jailed in Atlantic City, New
Jersey, for 60 days. In 1960 he posed as a college student who was
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